
Learn More. Earn More 
The Benefits of a College Degree 
Excerpts from the article "Why Your College 
Degree Has More Value than You Think", written 
by Lizzie Wann, published in The Chicago 
Tribune, April 4, 2013 

We all know abou t the obv ious benef i ts t o 
hav ing a co l lege degree, namely a s teady j o b 
and f inancial secur i ty. But we o f ten over look 
o ther benef i ts to h igher educa t ion , w h e t h e r 
we ' re on the fence abou t g o i n g back t o school 
or are just hav ing a hard t ime app rec ia t i ng the 
degree we al ready have. 

There's just some th i ng abou t a co l lege g rad tha t 
makes her s tand a l i t t le bi t taller. It l ikely has 
to do w i t h the boos t t o one's se l f -es teem and 
con f idence tha t comes w i t h mak ing it t h r o u g h a 
higher educa t i on p r o g r a m . 

Studies c o n d u c t e d by the Col lege Board 
and o thers have f o u n d tha t those w h o have 
c o m p l e t e d add i t iona l schoo l ing are no t on ly 
be t te r e q u i p p e d to handle men ta l chal lenges bu t 
also repor t a h igher level of sat is fac t ion when 
do ing so. 

In add i t i on to the menta l boos t tha t comes w i t h 
h igher educa t i on , co l lege grads are heal th ier 
overal l . Higher soc ioeconomic status (measured 
by to ta l fami ly income, level of educa t i on 
a t ta ined and professional career s tatus) is 
d i rec t l y co r re la ted w i t h be t te r physical heal th 
and life expectancy . 

For example, those w i t h ex tended educa t ions 
are less likely to smoke and more l ikely to 
exercise. W h e n you pu t greater emphasis 
on tak ing care of your m ind w i t h add i t iona l 
schoo l ing , you natural ly pu t greater emphas is on 
tak ing care of your body, too . It's t ru ly as s imple 
as: w h e n you know better, you live better. 

Wh i l e we ' re on the subject of be t te r i ng 
ourselves, one common reason people seek 
higher educa t i on is to ge t ou t o f a d e a d - e n d job . 
Having a degree o f ten means hav ing an actual 
career rather than punch ing the c lock t o pay the 
bills. 

That 's all f ine and g o o d , you may say, bu t hav ing 
a career means no th ing if you can ' t keep it. 
For tunate ly , a d i p l oma gives you the upper 
hand when it comes to e c o n o m y - d r i v e n layoffs. 
Graduates not on ly have h igher j o b re ten t ion 

rates du r ing a recession, bu t also an easier 
t ime f ind ing r e - e m p l o y m e n t due to h igher 
marke tab i l i t y than thei r non -g radua te 
col leagues. 

Finally, one of the greates t benef i ts to 
hav ing a co l lege educa t i on is passing on 
the legacy t o your ch i ld ren . Chi ldren o f 
a co l lege grad are more l ikely t o have a 
be t te r qua l i ty of life and pursue ex tended 
educa t i on themselves. They also tend to 
have be t te r grades and test scores. 

A l t h o u g h f inancial en r i chmen t is one 
of the main reasons peop le choose to 
pursue h igher educa t ion , there are many 
o ther benef i ts to ob ta in ing tha t degree. 
You be t te r yoursel f t h r o u g h improved 
se l f -con f idence and enhanced dec is ion­
mak ing abi l i ty, w h i c h also be t te rs the 
lives of your fami ly m e m b e r s and o thers 
a round you . 

Earning Potential 
Excerpt from "The Statistics on the Importance of College" by Neil Kokemuller for 
Demand Media, 2012 

Stat ist ics also bear ou t the c o m m o n l y he ld pe rcep t i on tha t more educa t i on equals more 
pay. Bureau of Labor Stat ist ics i n fo rma t i on on 2012 med ian income showed that peop le 
w i t h more co l lege earned more money. Week ly med ian earn ings for peop le w i t h some 
co l lege were a round 11.5 percen t h igher than for those w i t h just a h igh school d i p l oma . 
People w i t h an associate deg ree earned week ly pay abou t 20.4 percen t h igher than for 
those w i t h just a h igh school d i p l oma . A major j u m p occu r red at the bachelor 's level, 
where income was 63.5 percent h igher than for those w i t h just a h igh school d i p l oma . 

"College Is for students to 
decide what and how they 
want to contribute to society, 
to the economy, to their 
communities, and to the 
well-being of their families. 
America has a vital national 
purpose and possesses one of 
the world's most compelling 
histories. That history is deeply 
rooted in individualism, and 
it is at the level of individual 
success that our most dramatic 
examples of what America has 
accomplished are told." 

A q u o t e by Joseph R. Urgo, 
President o f St. Mary's Col lege 
of Mary land , exce rp ted f r o m 
" W h a t is Col lege fo r? " for The 
Chron ic le o f Higher Educa t ion , 
Apr i l 22, 2013 
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A Great Investment 
Excerpt from the article. "Getting More Bang for the 
Buck in Higher Education", written by Laura D'Andrea 
Tyson for The New York Times, June 14, 2012 

The value of a col lege educat ion as a way to improve 
l i fet ime earnings is near an al l - t ime high. The returns 
to a col lege educat ion outpace the returns to other 
investments — stocks, bonds, housing and go ld — 
by sizable margins. A col lege graduate is almost 20 
percentage points more likely to be employed than 
someone w i th a high-school d ip loma. A l though the cost 
of a col lege degree is 50 percent higher than it was 30 
years ago, the increase in l i fet ime earnings associated 
w i th a col lege degree is now 75 percent h igher 

Higher educat ion is also a g o o d investment for 
the c o u n t r y In a recent s t u d y the Organizat ion for 
Economic Cooperat ion and Deve lopment compared 
the fiscal costs and fiscal benef i ts of higher educat ion. 
The fiscal costs include government spending on higher 
educat ion and fo rgone tax revenues whi le s tudents 
are not work ing . The fiscal benef i ts include higher tax 
revenues f rom col lege graduates because of higher 
incomes and lower out lays for safety-net programs. The 
b o t t o m line: on average across O.E.C.D. countr ies, the 
publ ic return f rom higher educat ion is abou t four to one 
— w i th a net publ ic benef i t of $100,000 per man and 
about $52 ,000 per woman . In the United States, the net 
publ ic benef i t is more than $250 ,000 , or five to one for 
men and about three to one for women . 

Despite its rising cost, col lege educat ion remains a 
great investment bo th for s tudents and for the c o u n t r y 

The fol lowing websites may be helpful 
as you plan for college: 
ACT: Provides informat ion about the ACT, the col lege entrance exam. 

http://www.actstudent.org 

FINANCIAL AID: Connects you to the FAFSA, a standard appl icat ion for 

financial aid. http://www.fafsa.ed.90v 

MAJORS: Offers ideas for career opt ions for part icular majors at UWRF. 

http://www.uwrf.edu/majors 

OCCUPATIONAL OUTLOOK HANDBOOK: A nationally recognized 

source of career in format ion that describes what workers do on the job, 

work ing condit ions, the training and educat ion needed, earnings, and 

expected job prospects in a wide range of occupat ions, http://www.bls. 

gov/oco 

ONLINE APPLICATION: Al lows you to apply for admission to a UW 

System campus. http;//apply.wlsconsln.edu 

UW SYSTEM HELP OFFICE: Provides informat ion about all state 

universities in Wisconsin, http://uwhelp.wlsconsln.edu 

Interested in River Falls? 

Contact the Admissions Off ice at: 

410 S. Third Street 

River Falls, Wl 54022 

E-mail: admit@uwrf.edu 

Phone: (715) 425-3500 

www.uwrf.edu 

The Monetary Value of 
a College Education 
Excerpt from an article through the Pew Research 
Center March 7, 2012 

The typ ica l co l lege g radua te earns an es t ima ted 
$ 6 5 0 , 0 0 0 more than the typ ica l h igh school g radua te 
over the course of a 40 -yea r career, acco rd ing to 
an analysis of census and co l lege expense data. 
The average h igh school g radua te w i t h no fu r ther 
educa t i on earns a b o u t $ 7 7 0 , 0 0 0 over a 40 -yea r w o r k 
life. The average worke r w i t h a bachelor 's degree and 
no advanced degree earns a b o u t $1.4 mi l l ion. 

W h e n the costs of a t t endance and fo regone earn ings 
are sub t rac ted f rom the income benef i ts over the 
course o f a l i fe t ime, the net "payo f f " f r o m g e t t i n g a 
col lege degree is stil l qu i te substant ia l . For a typ ica l 
s tuden t w h o g radua ted f r o m an in-state, four -year 
pub l ic universi ty, the analysis pegs the net ga in at 
abou t $ 5 5 0 , 0 0 0 . 

Figure I. 

Median Annual Earnings by Field of 
Bachelor's Degree by Class of Worker 
and Educational Attainment: 2011 
iPopu ia t i on 2S years and over, fu l l - r ime w o r k e r s . For in fo rmat to r r 
on c o n f i d e m i a l i r y p r o t e c t i o n , samp l i ng error, n o n s a m p l i n g e r ro r 
and de f i n i t i ons , see www.censidi.gov/acs/'w\vw) 
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Note : For more i n f o r m a t i o n abou t the marg ins o f er ror for th is f i gu re , see A p p e n d i x Table 2 at the end o f th is repo r t . 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2011 A m e r i c a n C o m m u n i t y Survey. 
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